QUESTIONS SUWEnED BY CONGERESSWAN OOMTE

DRUG EHFORCBfENT ACMINISTRAEEON
QUE3TIQK:

Last night, one of the network news shows had a piece on the negative
reaction, according to thle report, In Mexico to the strong and high-
ly public stand taken in the U.S. In regard to the recent murder of
one of your agents.   They showed a young widow of a Mexican drug
enforcement agent who was also murdered recently.   She expressed
bitterness at the relative lack of attention to her husband's klllljig
compared to the posthumous honors paid the U.S. Agent.    The network
report stated that this was a growing sntl-U.S, feeling in Mexico in
regard to drug enforcement activities In Mexico.   One Mexican citizen
stated that the U.S. should work harder on curbing the demand for
drugs in the U.S. rather than continuing the drug enforcement activi-
ties In Mexico.

I wonder If you would like to conment on this report.

I bring this up because while we have supported, and will continue to
support, DEA'a Anti-Drug efforts In Mexico and elsewhere, we can also
understand to aome extent these attitudes on the part of our Mexican
neighbors.   We need to be very careful and to take every action
necessary to Insure that our drug enforcement programs are understood
and supported by the vast majority of 75 million Mexican citizens or
wo will have bigger problems than drugs.

ANSWER t

CXir sympathies are, of course, with the widow of the fallen Mexican
agent, and I am sure that if events were Interchanged and a Federal
Mexican Drug Enforcement agent were kidnapped; and brutally murdered
in the United States, then a higher public awareness would have been
demonstrated in a similar outpouring of public sympathy.

In regard to the Mexican citizen who feels that we should expend more
efforts In our own county, it must be understood that our national
strategy Is not only one of an enforcement program dedicated to
supply reduction in foreign countries, but rather & comprehensive
strategy of demand and supply reduction.   Our efforts are nore stead-
fast In the enforcement of the law in the United States than they are
in programs in Mexico.   Drug abuse and trafficking is a global pro-
blem that cannot be solved by one approach or by one country.   We
must attack the problem on all sides to achieve progress.

fflESTIQM:

Also In regard to this problem of operating drug enforcement programs
In other sovereign nations, what kind of coordination and information
sharing do you in DBA have with other agencies of the Government,
auch as the State Department, the Defense Department and the Security
Community?

You are In a nasty business, and you have to step on some toes, to
put It mildly, to do your Job.   I Just want to know if other agencies
with contacts with these other Governments are being kept informedated by the same individuals who were suspeoted of
